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LIVE Hamilton begins this book
cwith:a m,mi,v_m proposition: We have
achieved in the West what anyone
might ::mmsm to be - the two
prerequisites to a fulfilling and
"“happy. life: mm._:mnnm and freedom.
he industrial economy bas underwritten the
‘consumer society, in which the range, quantity.and
‘availability of goods has brought a level of comfort,
- security. and choice, for most, that even: the old
European. aristocracies did not enjoy. At the same
time, political movements since the 1960s have
gnificantly reduced oppression based on gender,

: u@.mosw_ m,Yet we' have not become, in

eneral; happier or more’ fulfilled. In fact, modern .

meEm elicit &mmvucsgma ral

_conscience . -
- judgments about how to

L ﬁmmnw_bmm, from Plato to Jesus. -

- Hamilton. turns:. to::philosophy. "t develop: his

. argument: In- particular; he: .devotes’ lengthy -
attention to the two Germans, Kant and-Schopen-:
. hauer. He takes up Kant’s distinction between the -
.- of bestiality, querying whether it is' immo;
..the things-we:deal: with:in everyday::life; they
...inhabit our-consciousness; they are the stuff of the -
; world of .appearances in-which. we move. The.

- phenomenon;and-the noumenon: Phenomena are

' noumenon refers to the world that lies- behind the

.world of appearances: It isthe essential world. To...
. know it:takes:us.into a. different order of truth;.one: .
_that Kant. suggested we only: mmE Euo:mr a
... metaphysics; rather: than-morals.

| peculiar Boam of intuition. :

- "The inner.self is: the; =oE=m=m_ mo_m It rmm Emh
nEE.Q of - “inner:freedom?’ - This.is the. freedom: -
that matters. It is:a positive:rather than negative
freedom — to.use another old distinction. Negative::.

- freedom.-is freedom. from. the: sconstraints.-and

inequalities.that were more common: in the past; it:

. is different: fromn the: capacity: in-an;individual to
‘make something of opportunity. As:the words of

, the Kris Kristofferson-Fred :Foster .song, Me and..
":"_Bobby :McGee,: put -it, .*‘Freedom’s Emﬂ wzc_ﬁmﬂ

-'word for.nothing leftto _omm 2

" absence". iof -~ rules ;- manifest, - for-» instance, .-

" grandiose; over-sized mansions, binge drinking and .-
.. _casual sex: He notes that people today, commonly: -
. reporting their lives as mere;and more externally

- controlled, -are: - compensating -by.;:living. -their

- private lives with less. restraint. As.moral controls;

. weaken,.desire and. pleasure take over. This plays
. into the hands of consumerism: -and: the market:
~ Without an: inner, moral self- (the: site_of moral

m:?onqv individuals become more conformist.and-
....yanities and petty daily preoccupation. -
_There is much. in this book -to like. It is-an-

_more vulnerable to external values and images.-

: Eﬁm_.mmdbm. owms.n:smma reflection mercifullyfree
_from fashionable opinion, dogma or ideology: The

search for. a secular metaphysics, which is at-the. .
core of Hamilton’s enterprise is, the quest of our.’
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.class and race, thus: g.ommmE:m the experience of

rion ol 7o Tilustration: Sr_.d&m%ua

-.live and what:to do. And it was E,mmmnn in mnﬂmuﬂ ;
. . .laws beyond the individual, which are known
The u:.ngonmﬁ issue for: m<m~.wo=m Swo uom;m ‘
E_m dichotomy: is the: natureof - the- inner: self:.... the constituent parts. of being human. But whether -,

.-t is.a vital component: of a noumenal inner- self is.

. of the species”. 1. would: rather..suggest.:that:
. bestiality disgustsus because it reduces: the human

times — EE—m as we do in the _Enmnﬁb .858@ 1
of the death of God and the failure of the humanist - .
nmu_mnmamzﬁ The. Hmmmn:os is nobanﬁma .across
broad territory, with m..mazma reference to.current
issues,. -such,’ as.. variously, - consumerist , excess,:
teenage. vnoa_mnEq and .what: Bmwmm for _good -
parenting. It applies: ﬁro:mrﬁg moral Emmamzﬂ e,
Hamilton is no cultural or.moral relativist, norishe -
an ultra-rationalist. And. it gestures to a transcen-.
dental world beyond, if-an.immanental: one: :Ooa !
is to be found.in the inner-self.”: o
At the same-time, T'have nmmm:\maoum .Epm voow i
is disjointed.~: A" long: section: on “Kant “and::
Schopenhauer sits ‘awkwardly in'the ‘middle.: This:
section ‘is: written-in ‘a style it for‘a university:
philosophy- serniniar; ‘and“will-be’ ‘hard ‘going for
many readers. drawn  to’.the more: accessible
discussioi- of life and BmmE:m foday; Hamilton; in
moving away from the style: of his eatlier books, *
Growth m.mnmw ﬁoowv mbn;g: ﬁocmv rwm; o

E.mboBm:oa Ea noumeénion are 38%5 Eng-
o lish has anr alternatives

me, the tradition. from .
- Aristotle . to Kant via. ..
4 "Aquinas  is- clearer, and

truer, «SE :m mmmmaob% a set of universal moral .

“intuitively-through conscience: goam_:w is one.of

.less ‘obvious.. Morals. and ‘metaphysics. ‘belong .o
separate spheres. This confusion- leads Hamilton - .
-.into:some tortuous m_mnnmmEB He raises the subject..

.then chmm_mm to.find an-argument that
concludes it.is-so. because it *violates thees

to the most:.profane level:of the Sfanimal®: It
 violates the sacred-essence.of being a living human..;
.being. As such; our-human nméw_oz is:rooted i E;

There - are problems;: too; 55 onggm .&o.&
_human :condition ‘totally :around ' the innerself..
Hamilton asserts-there:is:no:moral:basis for:the

.. desire for revenge:Hereheis:at odds with.common

sense. ‘After:terrible; crime: there: is: ithe: profound: -

.-sense ameng: those:who:are: close’—whether-"
...family or community ~ that:the right: -orderi of: >

-things has-been violated:and: that there:can be-no:::
_resolution:until:there has: been: fitting: retribution.-:

.. That “right: order’”-is: bigger: ‘than the:individuals -
; . involved;:it ‘'somehow:encompasses them: Things::
(... Hamilton:interprets:a: nozﬁmBuo_.mQ mcmmcnm 0». - have to-be put: :mww Revenge, ‘channelled: Ene:mrv
" rules -as: negative: -freedom. .running’ amok: .—:

in::\.community to return: to"its proper: life.

. just - institutions; isa” necessary:means’for .&Q ;,y.m.,

Then ‘thére are-sections-in- Ea book “that T~
particulatly: liked.“For instance, a late séction on’ -

- -aesthetics argues that myths; like great art; “help

s recognise the ‘elemental forces of the noumenon

...and integrate theminto our lives”. Great paintings ~

. are a way of seeing straight into the true nature of

«.the thing: Hamilton ‘nicely ‘compares-the selfless--~
.. mess with which parents see the’ wmw:.Q ‘of their ~*

_baby, their vision uncluttered by teeming thoughts; -

Given, as he claims; that the churches and: monﬁ

.. democracy are defeated, what do we-have left-to

guide us? What we have is what we have always
had, since the beginning: the. mammn Bﬁ?n mﬁo:mm
that undergird our culture..% :



